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U. S. S. PEACOCK IN THE WAR OF 1812
A Fight off the Florida East Coast
By

T.

In the second year of the second war with England, known as the War of 1812, keels were laid for
a number of fighting craft for the United States
navy. Among them was that of a sloop of war
which. was launched at New York, September 19,
1813, seventy-two working days after the keel was
laid. Her dimensions were, length 118 feet, breadth
of beam 32 feet, depth of hold 14 feet. The sloop
had 26 gun-ports, was of 509 tons, and was classed
next below a frigate. She was christened Peacock.
Early in March, 1814, the Peacock was ready for
sea, with an armament of eighteen 32-lb. carronades
(and probably two long 18’s). Her appearance on
the water was mentioned as being “beautiful beyond description” while her sailing qualities were
thought to be the fastest in our navy. This little
ship was destined for a distinguished career the
highlight of which was to occur in Florida waters.
The Peacock left New York for the St. Mary’s
River with a quantity of government munitions of
war. On the voyage down the coast she was chased
several times by British ships of the line, but outsailed them all and entered the St. Mary’s, where
her cargo was landed at Point Petre (two miles
east of the town of St. Mary’s, Georgia) then maintained as a military and naval outpost for observation upon the Spanish province of East Florida.
Under the command of Master Commandant
Lewis Warrington, First Lieutenant John B. Nic-

.

1. Niles Weekly Register, Baltimore, Oct. 2, 1813, p. 78; May
28, 1814, p. 213. This publication will hereafter be cited
as N.W.R.
2. N.W.R., Mar. 5, 1814, p. 13; May 28, 1814, p. 213
3. N.W.R., Apr. 23, 1814, p. 132
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olson, Second Lieutenant Samuel Henley, and acting Third Lieutenant Philip F. Voorhees, with a
crew of 160 men the Peacock sailed from the St.
Mary’s about April 1 on her first cruise. This
cruise was designed to raid commerce in the Bahama
channel, which was the lane for ships from Jamaica
to England. This area was patrolled for three
weeks and only three vessels were observed in that
time; they could not be overhauled, though one was
chased among the shoals of Canaveral.
A
April
While on a northerly tack off the
Florida coast a sail was observed by the Peacock
at sunrise and soon three others hove into sight.
These proved to be a British brig, a Russian and
a Spanish ship under the convoy of the British brig
of war Epervier (Sparrow Hawk) one of the brag
small fighting ships of the British navy, commanded by Captain R. W. Wales. She was 107
feet in length, beam 32 feet, depth of hold 14 feet,
tonnage 477, mounted eighteen 32-lb carronades,
with a crew of 128 men. Therefore in size and
armament she was almost perfectly matched with
the Peacock. This ship was built in England in
1812, sent to America in 1813, was bilged by a storm
at Halifax, N. S., November 12, 1813, and had to
her credit at least one capture, the American privateer Alfred of 16 guns and 110 men.
N.W.R., May 21, 1814, p. 197; May 28, 1814, p. 213
5. Warrington to Secy. of Navy, Mary 4, 1814, O.R.N. Through
the generous cooperation and courtesy of Captain D. W.
Knox, U.S.N. (Retired), Officer in Charge of Naval Records
and Library, Washington, the author was furnished copies
of official records designated herein as O.R.N., signifying
Official Records of the Navy Department.
6. O.R.N., Warrington to Secy. of Navy, Apr. 29; May 4, 1814;
N.W.R., May 21, 1814, pp. 195-6
7. N.W.R., May 28, 1814, p. 213
8. N.W.R., Dec. 11, 1813, p. 248; May 21, 1814, p. 196 ; June 11,
1814, p. 244
4.
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The Peacock and the Epervier headed for each
other, both clearing for action. The breeze was
light and it was almost 11 a.m. before they came
“within pistol shot” at which distance the engagement opened with broadsides. oTheir position at
thiso time was approximately 27 47’ latitude and
8 0 09’ longitude, or about fifteen miles off the
coast directly east of the present town of Sebastian.
In the first broadside from the Epervier at five
minutes before 11 o’clock, two round shot disabled
the foreyard of the Peacock depriving her of the
use of her foresail and fore topsail, which greatly
hindered the
maneuvering of the ship throughout
10
the action ; it was a question now of standing off
and shooting it out, which she proceeded to do.
For forty-two minutes the fight continued, when
the Epervier, greatly damaged, surrendered. The
cannonading was terrific according to the captain
of one of the merchantmen, all three of which
escaped by turning northeast into the Gulf Stream.
The remarkable feature of this fight was the
small amount of damage suffered by the Peacock.
Her total damage besides that from the first broadside comprised a few topmast and top gallant back
stays shot away and a number of shot holes through
her sails. Not a round shot touched her hull. Her
casualties were two wounded, none killed.
It was a different story for the Epervier. When
she surrendered her main topmast was over the
side, main boom shot away, foremast cut nearly in
two, fore rigging and stays shot away, bowsprit
seriously damaged, forty-five shot holes in her hull,
twenty of which were within a foot of the water line
above and below; with several feet of water in her
9. O.R.N., Journal (log-book) of the Peacock; Reports of Warrington to Secy. of Navy, Apr. 29 and May 4, 1814

10.

Ibid.

11. Ibid; N.W.R., June 11, 1814, p. 244
12. O.R.N., Warrington to Secy. of Navy, May 4, 1814

Published by STARS, 1937

5

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 16 [1937], Iss. 4, Art. 1

234

hold. Her casualties were eight killed, three of
whom were impressed American seamen, and fifteen
wounded including her first lieutenant.
Commander Warrington immediately set about
making repairs. The damage to the Peacock was
repaired within an hour, when she was again ready
for action. The full force was at work on the
Epervier throughout the afternoon. The prisoners
were removed to the Peacock together with $118,000
in specie from the strong box of the Epervier. At
6. p.m. the two ships proceeded northward under
easy sail and favorable wind, headed for the nearest
United States port, presumably Point Petre on
the St. Mary’s River.
Nothing of consequence was noted until late the
next afternoon (April 30), when off Amelia Island
two large British frigates were seen bearing down
upon the Peacock and her prize. In this situation
in order to save the Peacock Warrington withdrew
from the prize all except Lieutenant Nicolson and
sixteen officers and men, turned and stood southward, leaving Lieutenant Nicolson to make the best
of his way for the St. Mary’s, which was then almost in sight.
The Peacock was chased by one of the frigates,
but by nine o’clock the chaser was lost sight of in
the darkness. Commander Warrington continued
standing to the southward all night. At daylight
(May 1) the frigate was not in sight; the Peacock
turned and headed northward and again made the
frigate which gave chase a second time until 2 p.m.,
when finding it could not come up, desisted. In
the evening the Peacock once more headed northward and saw nothing until Tuesday (May 3) at
13. O.R.N., Warrington to Secy. of Navy, Apr. 29, 1814
14. O.R.N., Warrington to Secy. of Navy, Apr. 29, May 4, 1814;
N.W.R., May 25, 1814, p. 214
15. O.R.N., Warrington to Secy. of Navy, May 4, 1814.
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daylight, when a large ship, supposed to be the
same frigate, started in chase and was again run
out of sight. The Peacock made Tybee light at 3
o’clock a.m. May 4 and later came to anchor in the
harbor, where Commander Warrington learned to
his great surprise that the Epervier had also arrived at Savannah several days previously.
Following the separation of the Peacock and the
Epervier in the late afternoon of April 30, the other
British frigate approached the Epervier, but the
wind was light and both ships moved very slowly.
The Epervier was close inshore and to prevent her
escape or that of her crew the frigate lowered its
boats, filled with armed men, which now took up
the chase. The boats gained upon her and her
position became critical, when Lieutenant Nicolson resorted to stratagem successfully. Using the
trumpet, as if his vessel were full of men, he summoned them in a loud voice to prepare to fire a
broadside. The enemy in the boats heard the order and fled. Had they known the real state of
affairs they might have captured the Epervier in
five minutes with little loss. In the night the
wind freshened and the Epervier made Savannah
the next day (May 1) without further incident.
News of the Peacock’s victory spread over the
country. The press stressed it as one of the important events of the war. Master Commandant
Warrington and his officers were lionized at Savannah and elsewhere. In appreciation of the victory
Congress passed a resolution, approved October 21,
1814, requesting the President to present a gold
medal to Captain (Master Commandant) Warrington, a silver medal to each of the commissioned
officers; and a sword to each midshipman and the
sailing master.
16. Ibid.
17. Lossing’s account in Pictorial Field Book of the War of 1812
18. O.R.N.,, Nicolson to Secy. of Navy, May 1, 1814
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F AR - FLUNG

C RUISES

At the time of the Congressional action Warrington was off on another cruise. He sailed from
Savannah June 14, 1814, to carry the war to the
home waters of the enemy. In Biscay Bay and St.
George’s Channel he made havoc among British shipping. Men of war were dispatched with specific
instructions to find and destroy the Peacock, but
the sagacity of her commander coupled with her
remarkable sailing ability kept her out of trouble.
The Peacock returned by way the Canaries and
Lesser Antilles, ran the British blockade off the
Atlantic arriving at New York late in October
after a cruise of 147 days. Fourteen prizes were
taken on this cruise, aggregating $500,000 in value;
all were burned or sunk except two. Soon after
his return Warrington was promoted to captain.
In the meantime the Epervier was sold at Savannah August 11, 1814, and was immediately thereafter bought by the Government for $55,000. The
ship was completely repaired and equipped, when
she took her place in the navy under her original
name. Master Commandant John Downes was assigned as her commander. This officer was Captain Porter’s right hand man as first lieutenant of
the U. S. S. Essex on the famous cruise in the southern Pacific.
In January 1815, a squadron was formed at New
York, comprising the frigate President and the
sloops of war Peacock and Hornet, designed for
the Indian Ocean, where it was
British
commerce offered a good field. The President,
under command of Decatur, sailed out of New York
January 14, and was immediately chased by four
19.

N.W.R. Nov. 12, 1814, p. 155, Warrington’s report to Secy. of Navy.

20. American Papers, Naval Affairs, XIV, p. 426
21. N.W.R., Nov. 26, 1814, p. 191
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The Epervier

Among the gifts publicly presented to Master Commandant
Warrington in commemoration of the victory off the Florida
coast was a gold-headed walking cane on the crown of which
was engraved the outline of the Epervier-the only known contemporary illustration of that brig of war. Though the actual
size of the ship as engraved is no larger than a ten-cent coin,
under powerful glass a considerable amount of detail is revealed.
The above drawing is of the illustration on the cane. without
amendment except where necessary to complete detail indicated
but not fulls developed in the diminutive original. The United
States ensign above the British flag on the same halyard displayed from the maintruck signifies captured British ship; from
the spanker-gaff, that the ship is under command of U. S. officers and crew. The stripes on the hull are conspicuous and
suggest an earls idea of camouflage. Around the edge of the
gold crown, encircling the Epervier, are the words “Lewis Warrington, U. S. N.” On the band below is engraved “From the
Ruins of the Palace of the Cesars to the Captor of the Epervier”;
this refers to the cane, which has many knots and appears to
have been the stem of a shrub. 28
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British men of war-the British at this time were
maintaining a tight blockade of the Atlantic coast.
After a severe fight the President surrendered.
The Peacock and the Hornet soon afterwards got
through and headed for the selected rendezvous,
Tristan da Cunha (a group of islands midway between South America and the Cape of Good Hope),
where they met late in March. Sailing thence for
the Indian seas they soon became separated, when
the Peacock proceeded upon her own itinerary and
we do not hear of her again for two months. News
that the treaty of peace at Ghent had been signed
(December 24, did not reach the United States
until after the departure of these ships.
Upon the ratification of peace by the United
States (February 18, 1815), plans were formulated
for the dispatch of a squadron to the Mediterranean
to punish the Algerine pirates for their depredations upon United States shipping and citizens. The
first section of the squadron under the command
of Commodore Decatur sailed May 20, and arrived
at Gibraltar about three weeks later. Decatur soon
fell in with the Algerine fleet and made a quick
clean-up of it. The Epervier was with the squadron
and played her part well by capturing a brig of
22 guns. 23

The Algerines were not slow in suing for peace
and signing a treaty. The Epervier was selected
to carry the treaty to the United States for ratification along with the official reports of the victory.
Lieutenant John T. Shubrick was assigned as commander on this voyage, replacing Master Commandant Downes who was transferred to a frigate.
With a number of Americans aboard that had been
held captive by the Algerines, the Epervier left the
squadron July 7, 1815. She was reported through
22. J. A. Spencer, History of the United States, 1866, III, p. 274
23. Ibid, p. 297
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the Strait of Gibraltar on the 12th. Nothing further was ever heard of her. Her fate remains a
mystery of the sea.
LAST SHOT OF THE WAR OF 1812

June 30, 1815. While the Epervier was chasing
pirates in the Mediterranean another event occurred far to the eastward. Captain Warrington,
who had not yet heard of the peace between the
United States and Great Britain, was still on his
cruise. In the Strait of Sunda, off Anjier, Java,
he fell in with the British East India Company’s
armed brig Nautilus, commanded by Lieutenant
Charles Boyce, R. N. The brig mounted ten 18-lb.
carronades and four long nines, and carried a crew
of 130 men.
When the Peacock approached within hailing distance Lieutenant Boyce asked Captain Warrington
if he knew peace had been declared. Warrington
replied in the negative. Believing this to be a ruse
of some sort, the brig being cleared and preparing
for action, he directed Boyce to haul his colors down
if it were the case in token of it, adding that if he
failed to do so he would fire into him. This being
refused one of the forward guns was fired at the
Nautilus, which immediately replied with a broadside. The Peacock then discharged her full broadside at the brig, killing six and wounding seven or
eight, mostly lascars. Lieutenant-Boyce was slightly and his first officer mortally wounded. The
Nautilus now struck her flag. No one was killed
or wounded aboard the Peacock and she received
no damage in the action.
The next day Captain Warrington considered
such intelligence as the British had to communicate,
24. N.W.R., Oct. 7, 1815, p. 104, Dec. 2, 1815, p. 244; Spencer,
op. cit., p. 298
25. N.W.R., Nov. 11, 1815, Mar. 23, 1816, p. 58, Warrington’s

official reports to Secy. of Navy
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none of which was official. Though still not thoroughly convinced he gave up the Nautilus, first
stopping the shot holes and putting her rigging in
order. Warrington later received satisfactory information that peace had been restored.
Thus, on June 30, 1815, the last shot of the War
of 1812 was fired in a broadside by the Peacock
more than months after the treaty of peace had
been signed at Ghent, which also was the last act
of war between the United States and Great Britain
from that day to this.
After an absence of nine months the Peacock arrived at New York, October 30, On this cruise
she made four captures (which indicates a limited
British commerce in the Indian Ocean at that time);
of these two were burned, one cartel, one (Nautilus)
returned. Here ended t h e spectacular fighting
career of this little ship of the early United States
navy, beginning off the Florida coast and ending
in a far-away eastern sea with a total of nineteen
captures to her credit. During this period she had
but one commander, Lewis Warrington.
Lewis Warrington (1782-1851) was born at Williamsburg, Virginia, educated at William and Mary
college, entered the Navy as midshipman (1800)
and promoted to lieutenant (1807), master commandant (1813) and captain (November 22, 1814).
He was
member of the
of officers
with Perry, Decatur and others to pass on and
recommend (January 3, 1814) plans submitted by
Robert Fulton for a warship to be propelled by
steam. After the war he commanded a frigate on
the Mediterranean station (1816-1820), was commandant of Norfolk navy yard (1821-4), and commander of the West Indian squadron (1824-25).
Late in 1825, he, with Commodores Bainbridge and
26. N.W.R., Nov. 11, 1815, Warrington’s official report to Secy.
of Navy, Nov. 2, 1815
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Biddle, as a commission, visited Pensacola to fix
on a site for a naval base; they were given an
elaborate banquet at which Judge Henry Brackenridge presided. The site was selected and Captain
Warrington assigned to establish the depot; he was
therefore the first commandant of Pensacola navy
yard (1826). A town was built on the reservation
and named for him. (The original town existed
until 1931, when needing more ground for the expansion of the navy yard it was moved under the
same name to another location two miles nearer
Pensacola.) Captain W a r r i n g t o n remained at
Pensacola a year, then was commandant of Norfolk
navy yard again (1827-31). Afterwards he served
on important naval boards and commissions some
of which he headed. He was chief of Bureau of
Ordnance at the time of his death in Washington,
October 12, 1851.
27.

Appletons' Encyclopedia of American Biography, 1888; N.W.R,

Jan. 29, 1814, p. 364; Dec. 24, 1825. p. 262
28. The cane remained a family possession and is now owned by
E. Fitzgerald King of Jacksonville, Fla. Its existence was
disclosed through the activities of the Florida Historical
Records Survey.
29. The original painting is in the private collection of Beverley
R. Robinson of New York. It was made circa 1865, artist
unknown. The design of the ships conforms in fine detail
to contemporary descriptions of them. With the consent of
Mr. Robinson the Peacock’s flag has been retouched in this
reproduction in order to bring out distinctly the almost forgotten design of our flag in the War of 1812, namely, fifteen
stars and fifteen stripes. The Nautilus flies the flag of the
British East India Company. (Consult National Geographic
Magazine, Flag Number, October 1917, Nos. 7 and 1129)

Published by STARS, 1937

13

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 16 [1937], Iss. 4, Art. 1

242
THE ST. JOSEPH CONVENTION
The Making of Florida’s First Constitution
By F. W. HOSKINS
(The third instalment)

At last the work of the convention drew to a
close. The differences that arose as the various
articles of the constitution were reported by each
committee were finally adjusted and the proposed
constitution was ready to be submitted to the house.
Nearly six weeks had passed since the convention
had assembled. Many acquaintances had been
made, friendships formed, and associations enjoyed,
and now this was the last day. The convention
would pass into history, and many were never to
meet again. We cannot do better than quote from
the journal:
Friday, Jan. 11th, 1839.
After several clerical corrections were made
by consent of the Convention, it was read a
third time by its Title, and, upon the question
being put by the President, “Shall this be the
Constitution of Florida?“, the ayes and nays
were called, and were as follows:AYES-The President,
Allen,
Baltzell,
Bellamy, of Jefferson,
Bird,
Brooks,
Brown, of Leon,*
Cabell,
Crichton,
Garey,*
Haddock,
Hunter,*
Levy,
Malone,
Mays,*
McKinnon,
McGehee,
Meacham,
Partridge,
Parkhill,*

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol16/iss4/1

Anderson,
Bartlett,
Bellamy, of Jackson,
Blount,
Brown, of Monroe,
Bunce,
Cooper,*
Duval,*
Garrison,
Hooker,
Jenckes,
Long,
Marvin,
McClellan,
McLean,
McCants,
Morton,*
Read, of Leon,
Roche,
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Robbins,
Semmes,
Taylor,*
Ward,
Webb,
White,
Wood,
Wright,*

Sanchez,
Stephens,*
Thompson,*
Watts,
Westcott,
Williams,
Woodward,
Wyatt,

- 5 5
NAYS-Richard Fitzpatrick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
(*Proxies-12)

Whereupon the President arose and said, “I
solemnly proclaim and declare this to be the
Constitution of the State of Florida.”
Adjournment was then made to meet in the evening session, and we quote again from the journal:
Evening session.
Mr. Read, of Leon, moved that the President
of the Convention now sign the Constitution,
after which the members of the Convention, by
their Senatorial Districts, commencing with
Escambia County shall sign, and that it be
countersigned by the Secretary of the Convention, which was. concurred in. Whereupon Mr.
Marvin presented the Constitution for the signature of the President, after which the members of the Convention, as their names were
called, came forward and affixed their signatures to the instrument, which was countersigned by the Secretary, as follows:
ROBERT RAYMOND REID, President.
Walker Anderson.
James D. Westcott, Jr.
John L. McKinnon
Leigh Read
Daniel G. McLean
E. Carrington Cabell
Stephen G. Roche
J. M. McCants
E. Robbins
John C. McGehee
Cosam Emir Bartlett
Joseph B. Watts
Thomas Baltzell
William B. Hooker
Samuel C. Bellamy
Wilson Brooks
Alfred L. Woodward
George E. McClellan
Richard H. Long
John F. Webb
I. Garrison
R. C. Allen
Banks Meacham
E. K. White
John W. Malone
A. W. Crichton
Oliver Wood
George T. Ward
Wm. Haddock
W. Wyatt
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Jose Simeon Sanchez
Edwin T. Jenckes
David Levy
W. H. Williams
A. Bellamy

John W. Partridge
William Bunce
William Marvin J. B. Brown
Edmund Bird
JOSHUA KNOWLES, Secretary.

It was moved, and concurred in, that those
members who were absent be permitted to affix
their names to the Constitution, on application
to the Secretary.
A writer in the Florida Watchman, of Jan. 19th,
following, describes the closing scenes of the convention as follows:
It was one of deep and thrilling interest-one
well calculated to awaken the sensibilities of
all present. Upon the final passage of the Constitution, though the Convention Hall was
crowded, a deep and perfect silence rested upon
the audience. The instrument was first presented to the president for his signature, after
which the members, one by one, came forward
in a solemn manner and signed their names.
It was then presented to the president for safekeeping. Mr. Marvin was then called to the
Chair, and a resolution approving of the impartial and dignified course of the presiding
officer was introduced by Mr. Anderson, of
Escambia, followed by a chaste and complimentary address, after which the president resumed his seat, and, in his usual happy style,
replied to the sentiments contained in the resolution. The Chaplain then closed the proceedings with prayer.
The scene was one that we shall never forget.
It was one of moral grandeur, well calculated
to infuse into every person the most ardent
feelings of patriotism.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol16/iss4/1
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Mr. Anderson’s resolution was as follows:
Resolved-unanimously-That the thanks of
this Convention be presented to the Hon. Robert
Raymond Reid, for the dignity, ability and impartiality with which he has presided over its
deliberations.
Upon resuming the chair President Reid replying
to the resolution introduced by Mr. Anderson said:
I congratulate you, and the country, fellowcitizens upon the work you have accomplished,
and when the obstacles and embarrassments by
which you have been opposed are remembered,
your fortitude, your zeal, your untiring industry cannot be sufficiently admired.
We met here surrounded by difficulties;
there was a miscalculation among ourselves,
perhaps among our constituents, of the labor
to be performed. It was supposed that one or
two weeks were sufficient for the formation and
adoption of a Constitution. We seemed to forget that for the most part we were strangers to
each other-that each of us had, when reflecting upon the important subject of state government, become imbued with and attached to his
own peculiar views; that some of us had
pledged ourselves to particular doctrines before
the people; that there were sectional interests,
and even personal feelings to perplex and annoy
us. We seemed to forget that time was necessary for the just appreciation of the character,
motives and designs of each other; for the interchange of opinions; for a comparison of
tenets; for removing prejudices and softening
opposition; for the correction of errors, and the
establishment of truth.
Resides, we were without books for the models
of constitutional legislation; the opinions of the
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great lawyers of the world; the history of the
past and present times (all so necessary to the
completion of our task). We were dependent,
almost entirely, upon memory.
But nobly and faithfully have you performed
your duty; you have compromised opinions without deserting principles; you have suppressed
feelings and subdued sectional predilections;
each has yielded something to the other. Aided
by patriotism and guided by wisdom, you have
at length framed a constitution every way
worthy of the ability and skill which were
brought to their construction.
Fellow citizens, there was a time when there
was little in the prospect save rupture and
ruin, but your magnanimity, your love of country, your just estimate of the consequences of
disaster at such a crisis, were all exerted to
ward off the impending evil. And it is now
our pride and our blessing that the storm has
passed away, and skies are again serene, and
we are now approaching the haven so long the
object of our anxious wishes.
I am happy, fellow citizens, that it has been
your pleasure to submit the constitution to the
people; although with a generous confidence
they did not require so much of you, yet there
is a manifest propriety in presenting that law,
which is to be paramount and permanent, to the
final arbitrament of the people. This opinion
is not mine, nor yours alone; it was entertained
and inculcated by the great prophet of dem o c r a c y
Jefferson.
If the people approve the work, their judgment will meet, in the halls of Congress, with
respect and attention. When the fiat of the
popular will shall be impressed upon the constitution, those who represent the freemen of the
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state cannot not indifferent to the
voice of freeman claiming moderately, but
firmly, the right of self-government. Another
advantage must attend the course you have
adopted. You will calmly, and at leisure, organize your state government; you will not embarrass the country, and evince disrespect to
the general government by a hasty and rash attempt to supersede the federal authorities-you
will proceed slowly, perhaps, but surely, adding
strength until at last your admission into the
union of the United States will be secured by
that public opinion which shall rally upon your
side.
I am aware there is no one in the convention
who can say of that instrument which lies before me, that it contains no line which, dying,
he could wish to blot. No, the constitution is
imperfect, but was it ever otherwise with the
production of even the highest genius, or the
strongest intellect?
“ Whoe’r expects a faultless piece to see,
Hopes what ne’er was, nor is, nor e’er
shall be.”
The true question is, do not its perfections
far outweight its defects? What some consider
imperfect, others deem excellent. But all will,
I think, agree that the work is more to be commended than condemned. Whoever thought of
denying glory to the sun because there were
spots upon his disc? Whoever thought of
withdrawing his admiration from the beauties
of nature because the trail of the serpent is
over them all?
Fellow citizens, in responding to your kind
notice of my services in this place, permit me
to assure you that my heart is constantly throb-
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bing with the full pulse of gratitude for your
favor, indulgence, and support. I am deeply
sensible that without these I could not have
sustained myself in the high station to which
it was your pleasure to call me. All I claim
for myself, here or elsewhere, is an anxious
desire to perform my duty; if I fail it is because my powers are unequal to my wishes;
because my utmost efforts cannot, through
frailty and weakness, attain the lofty standard
ever present to my mind.
We part, never, perhaps, to meet again. May
you return in safety to your homes and expectant friends, cheered by the consciousness
of having performed your duty, and greeted by
the approbation of your constituents, that highest reward of the American citizen.
Fellow citizens, I tender to you an affectionate farewell. May the temple you have this
day erected to liberty, long remain the honor,
the safety, the protection of the people of
Florida.
Thereupon:
On motion of Mr. Marvin, the proceedings of
the Convention were concluded with prayer by
the Chaplain.
Judge Reid had been appointed to the bench of
the Superior Court of the District of East Florida
in 1832, and in 1838 had been elected a delegate to
the constitutional convention. In December 1839, he
was appointed governor of Florida; and on July 1,
1841, he died near Tallahassee. The editor of the
St. Augustine Herald on July 15th following, in
writing of his work, character, and achievements,
said:
But the brightest spot within his existence
was as president of the late convention at St.
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Joseph. In 1838, the Legislative Council of the
Territory passed an Act authorizing the people
to elect delegates to a convention to frame a
constitution preparatory to entering into a state
form of government. This body convened and
he was elected its president. There is sublimity
in the sight of a people assembling in their
primary capacity to devise measures for governing themselves. Such a spectacle seldom
presents itself, and, for the first time in our
life saw it in Florida.
There was, at that particular juncture, a
severe contest raging between the aristocracy
and the people-between the money power and
the democracy, each contending for the mastery,
each resolved to do or die. Fierce and angry
discussions, stormy and turbulent debates arose,
and it was then that the master spirit of
Robert Raymond Reid displayed its power.
Kind and conciliating, he calmed and quelled
the tempests as they arose with almost superhuman strength. With an eloquence peculiarly
his own, he enforced his arguments with
thoughts that breathe and words that burn,
and the excited passions of men sunk restless
before his fervid eloquence. He, with his colleagues, kept the convention together when it
was often threatened with dissolution, and the
result was, instead of a disgraceful act, that
splendid production of human genius and combined wisdom, the Constitution of Florida, an
imperishable monument on which is engraved
in letters of brass, all that the world has ever
done for liberty.
It will be noticed that fifty-five votes were cast
for the adoption of the constitution and one for its
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rejection, at the last morning session. Of the
fifty-five votes, forty-three were present and twelve
were voted by proxy. At the afternoon session
forty-one signed the constitution. The difference
of two were those of Thomas M. Blount, of Escambia, and A. G. Semmes, of Franklin, each of
whom voted aye on its passage at the morning
session, but failed to sign it at the closing session
in the afternoon. Two of those whose votes were
cast by proxy for the adoption of the constitution
at the morning session and who did not sign it at
the afternoon session-John M. G. Hunter and L. A.
Thompson-signed the costitution later, accordance with the resolution adopted at the afternoon
session permitting those who were absent to sign
upon application to the secretary.
That the original of this interesting document,
which meant so much to the people of that day,
should be lost in later years beyond probable recovery, illustrates the transitory nature of human
affairs.
(Continued

12

last issue

the Q U A R T E R L Y )

The irreconcilable Richard Fitzpatrick of Dade County. He attended practically every session, fought all the way through,
and in the end voted against the adoption of the constitution.
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THE PANTON, LESLIE PAPERS
Letters of Edmund Doyle, trader
Prospect Bluff Apalachicola
3 0 t h April 1808
John Forbes, Esqr.
Dear sir
Your letter per the shark dated at the Bay of St.
Joseph 28th ulto came to hand on the 10th inst, by
which I learn with sincere regret of the death of
your brother, which I am sorry has deprived us of
the pleasure of seeing you here as contemplated;
in answer to which I beg you will have the patience
to read which follows.On my arrival here in the month of October last,
after a few days view of the place I concluded to
write up the books and return by the first opportunity to Pensacola, but on a more minute examination into affairs, I found I could not be more
serviceably employed than in the present place;
Davy Rowland informing me Mr. H a m b l y was
blameable for keeping a large family about the
place at a heavy expence to the Concern, who frequently involved him in quarrels: Mr. Hambly on
the other hand representing Davy of very little assistance besides a notorious drunkard incapable of
doing duty at times his assistance was wanted in
dispatching the Indians. The charge against Davy
I carefully verified, and an expence accruing here
which I considered the small profits of the Concern
unable to support: But what astonished me most
*Note-These letters are the first of a series of thirteen written
by Edmund Doyle, their representative, to members of the
firm of John Forbes & Co. (successors to Panton, Leslie &
Co.) from their trading house on the Apalachicola river between 1808 and 1817, in some of which mention is made of
the intrigues of Capt. George Woodbine in that region. As
an introduction to this series there appeared in the October,
1937, issue of the Quarterly a paper by Mark F. Boyd entitled Events at Prospect Bluff on the Apalachicola River,
1808-1818.
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was the scene of inebriety this place represented
during the continuance of the shark, the fumes. of
which had not subsided untill some time after her
departure. On inquiry I found it was the mate of
the shark, Mitchell, vending liquors on board the
vessel, which I thought proper to suppress, as
nothing could be more pernicious to the morals of
the negroes besides holding so baneful an example
to Indians.
The observation of Mr. Hambly keeping so many
people about him, was afterward observed to me
by Indians and particularly by a white man of the
name of Shugart, then in Mr. Hambly’s employ
who gave me to understand that a Gentleman of
the House was once ruined by a part of this connection, and that it was an unfortunate circumstance for Mr. Hambly to be in like danger: I really
did not like to hear a conversation tending to criminate Mr. Hambly, and I walked off without ever
making any (remark?) which I informed Mr.
Hambly of on the spot, and that it was our duty
to put it out of the power (of?) to criticize on our
conduct: Mr. Hambly said it was the first time
so many of the family were here and that a few.
days would rid us of the burthen, so the matter
dropped.
Some time after this a circumstance happened
which I was apprehensive would involve me in a
dispute with Mr. Hambly and which I mentioned
to him a few days afterward in the presence of
Perryman, neither of them appeared displeased at
the time nor can I say positively have been since.
Shortly after Perrymans departure from this place
a report prevailed highly against my character here
as a clerk, and my duty to the Spanish Government
as a subject; it was told with such art that I concluded some ingenious person was the inventor, of
course I dreaded some foul charge being intended
.
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to be represented you, as well as to the Spanish
government, which induced me to exert myself and
find out the author, and suppress such talks before
they would come to your knowledge: and what confirmed me in the opinion of such reports being in
circulation was: The chiefs entering into measures
to oppose my coming out, Rowlands information
that my appearance on the Land was not welcome,
moreover Mr. Hambly desiring an old chief who went
to Pensacola from this place with cattle, that when I
should come out here to bring an interpreter, as
his state of health did not then allow him to act in
that capacity, as the pronunciation of the tongue
was very difficult, which I suppose must have been
the case as he was rather in a low state of health
on my arrival here, nor is he at present capable of
undergoing the activity required in such a place as
this when every exertion must be employed to manage the concern even in a moderate degree.
These circumstances induced me to act perhaps
in a more guarded manner towards the Indians
than I otherwise would have done in order to suppress such talks in future and annul those in circulation, and with pleasure I can assure you since
my arrival here, to the present moment I have not
had personal cause to be offended with an Indian.
Altho you were informed by a chief of some note
that I was driving Indians away from the store,
at a time I was quite a stranger to them, this line
of conduct mill not answer here for some time at
least: and this is some of the rest of the good talk
they are pleased to object against me, and I must
declare they are the most artful people in fiction
I ever knew.
I must in Justice to my own feelings as well as
to Mr. Hamblys character observe as I did before
that I never did nor never can reconcile to myself
that he would be capable of so base an action as to
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involve me in disputes with the Indians, and ruin
me in the sight of a Government renowned for the
punishment of even small transgressions, altho’ I
was assured it was the case.
On Mr. Hartsfields arrival in the nation in February last from Charleston, a report prevailed of
his bringing instruments with him to desect the land,
that the House would take advantage of selling the
same to the Americans as soon as the survey was
made and a plot obtained, these reports were represented by a white man in the nation: immediately
on this coming to my knowledge I consulted Mr.
Hambly what should be done to satisfy the Indians
of the falsity of this report, and concluded he would
go up to the lower towns and have a talk with them,
representing the intention of the survey. On his
tour there he met some of the chiefs on their way
down to the store for the purpose of talking with
us, on their arrival, I had a talk interpreted them
by Mr. Hambly to the purport of the inclosed.
With pleasure I observed that the chiefs recd
my talk very favorably and their entire confidence
in the House, that they were happy to hear their
old talks renewed, received into their confidence,
denyed having ever opposed my coming out, and
that all this noise was circulated thro’ the address
of my interpreter, who was a character notorious
for creating mischief since his first arrival in their
Land, and at same time ordered him to depart their
country on pain of death. In consequence of these
circumstances any coolness I held towards Mr.
Hambly ceased from that moment and I can also
add that any misunderstanding between Mr. Hambly
and me never induced either to be so far lost to a
sence of our duty, to neglect our business, injure
your property or interest altho’ I labored under
disagreeable apprehensions almost since my arrival
here, and had in contemplation to desert the place,
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untill on more mature consideration I was determined to await the issue of the storm, and depart
with more ample cause of complaint.
I can assure you I never led a more active life
than since my arrival here which the situation of
the place required, and at present our establishment
is as well as can be expected in a wilderness had
some trouble in having it arranged, and I hope hereafter there will be no reason to complain. None of
the negroes has run away as yet, and on enquiry
I find none would wish to change their situationI shall also beg leave to observe that altho’ the
chief gave privilege to Hartsfield to survey the
Land, yet it mortifys them to no small degree that
an American should be employed in any capacity
about the place, and which I would recommend to
be avoided as much as possible.
In consequence of some observations made known
to me last by Mr. Hambly I am almost induced to
acquit Perryman of the charges represented me
against him, and I must consider this white man
and a certain neighboring chief to be the instigation of this [illegible], Perryman also considers
himself the chief person who brought about the
purchase, and of course is doubly bound to protect
the store, and the people who have the management
of it. In regard to extra people living here they
are Mr. Hamblys girl’s mother and two children,
and the cowkeepers wife, another of the family;
both at the expence of (all?) parties concerned since
the receipt of your letter at the request of Mr.
Hambly, “the former will quit the place as soon as
Mr. Hambly's child is weaned, who was obliged to
to nurse the child account of the sickness of its
mother, two of the family went away before Christmas and a young lad about a month ago.
Mr. Hambly desires I should observe to you, that
part of this family arrived here in June and part
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in September with provisions for their own maintenance for a considerable time, and that the circumstances of so many people living here of this
family would perhaps never happen again, which
was always odious to him but it could not have
been well avoided; he has also given me to understand that the chiefs have blamed me in the business to take notice of idle talk, that many reports
are in circulation that are never intended to be
carried into effect. On all these considerations I
must deem myself blamable which I hope you will
attribute to my ignorance of their customs-I shall
remain here until such time as a person can be conveniently be sent in my place, and assuring you in
behalf of Mr. Hambly as well as myself of our
high respect for your own person as well as the
rest of the CompanyI remain very respectfully
Your very humble and obdt servt
Edmund Doyle
*
*
*
Prospect Bluff Appala 1st Septr 1811
John Forbes Esqr
Dear Sir
Billy Perryman’s visiting Nassau by desire of
some of the Chiefs enables me to acknowledge the
rect of your favors of the 10th & 11th June last
which came to hand on the 2d July with the family
of Negroes you were pleased to send on for the
use of this Establishment.
The inclosed letters Respecting our indians affair preclude my saying on the subject
- - - In the course of conversation we asked the
Lame King if he thought we could obtain payment
of the Upper Creeks, and the best manner he thought
it could be accomplished: he says if you can only
send out a few families and commence the settle-
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ment, and let the Store be better supplied he will
undertake the Houses affairs, and in defiance to
all opposition will obtain a cession of land on the
western side of this River or some other payment
to satisfy the demand, that the young indians would
immediately silence every opposition against the
House if they would only commence the settlement
so as the appearance of bettering themselves would
be in any shape appear to them
Mr Hambly and I am of the opinion that if some
Satisfactory measures are not entered into so as
to silence the murmurs of the indians it would be
advisable to with draw the Store, and whatever
property there is here, indeed there is evident signs
of danger, and I believe this is the last appeal that
will be made to the House, & that the result of this
embassy will turn. the scales one way or the other,
we are insulted by the young people, our property
is beginning to be sacraficed without getting satisfaction, which is generally the prelude of something
worse-I do therefore hope that you will be able to
dismiss Billy Perryman from Nassau satisfactorily
There are three Negroes in this land who run
away from on board a vessel of a Mr Geo Johnson
of Nassau, One of those Negroes, was taken up by
the Shark at the Mouth of this River in distress
and the other two took protection at the next indian
village to this place
The Negroe that was taken up by the Shark told
us he ran away from New Orleans, and after quitting the Shark here, he went up to the cowpen lame
& sick, with an intent to proceed from thence to
the Nation. I told him that he might remain here
expecting the Shark or some other vessel round
daily that I might send him on to Pensacola where
his Master, might have some chance of obtaining
him: The vessel has not since arrived, and this
fellow is still at the cowpen.
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I now hear that he is one of the three who ran
away from Mr Johnson, and if he could send on a
vessel to take them on board at the Mouth of the
River we could make the indians carry them on
board for a trifling consideration; those Negroes
say they were on board of the vessel that carried
away, Jacob, and two other Negroes belonging to
Pensacola from Cape Florida to Nassau last winter,
as soon as Jacob landed there I hear he got on
board a vessel bound for the Havannah, which will
be the last account of him I fancy
I have directed Billy Perryman to enquire of the
people at Cape Florida the name of the vessel &
Captain that took away the Negroes, and have
written Mr Thomas Wilson at that place what can
be proved concerning the affair, as I understand
Mr Wilson had them tied-perhaps you could prevail on the people in that quarter to move here,
Mr Wilson wrote us once or twice concerning his
intentions of doing so-Mr. Hambly joins me in offering our best Respects and am D. Sr.
Your very obt. Servt.
Edwd Doyle
Endorsement:
Edwd. Doyle 1st. Septr. 1811
Recd. 8th decr.
Ansr 29th Jany.

Prospect Bluff Appala 10th Octr. 1812
James Innerarity Esqr
Dear Sir
I had this morning the pleasure of receiving your
favor of the 26th ulto. & has afforded me much
satisfaction to hear of your safe arrival in the
bosom of your family after so many disasters
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I regret to inform you that Mr. Hambly’s ill
state of health will not allow him to meet your
brother at the Tuckabatchy as directed, he has been
attacked with the fever & ague almost since you
left this and is now scarcely able to goe about,
is on the recovery: I have this day written to your
brother to the Tuckabatchy to inform him of Mr
Hambly’s ill state of health, and to receive any
commands he may be pleased to forward concerning
the St. Augustine trip
Captain Cantons fears relating to the intended
attack on St. Marks is not without some foundation, as Mr. Hartfield who arrived here a day or
two after you left this informs us that a party are
embodying near Milledgeville in Georgia to join the
party at St Augustine to goe on that expedition &
that they expect no opposition from the Indians,
(but in this expectation if they attempt it which
I very much doubt) they will be disappointed
I should be able to forward you the plats of the
land by this conveyance if it was not for M r
Hambly’s indisposition The two plats you have
seen are closed as directed, except that in order
to make the quantity required in the lower one I
was obliged to take in a considerable quantity of
pine barren it otherwise answered my expectations,
and is really a delightful tract: I only came in
from this business last night, and, tomorrow I shall
set out to examine the tract at the Yellow bluff,
and if it contains the quantity of land required I
shall survey it, and forward the whole by the first
oppertunity: I am happy to hear the British Government have revoked their orders in council, as
it may be the means of bringing about a peace and
restoring commerce to those parts: since your departure from hence we have not heard from East
Florida, nor did any opportunity offer to write to
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that quarter as you directed: Mr Hambly begs
leave to offer his best respects and am Dear Sir
Your very obt. Servt.
Edm: Doyle
I enclose a letter for Mr. Armstrong which
will be pleased to forward him
Endorsement:
Edmund Doyle
181210th. October
23
Address:
James Innerarity Esqr.
Merchant
Pensacola
*

*

*

[Captain Woodbine, the Indians and the
Americans]

Prospect Bluff Appala 4th July 1814
Dear Sir
I’ve your favor of the 9th ulto since then I have
been in daily expectation of the arrival of indian
John who has not made his appearance. I should
have been in Pensacola long ago with the cattle
could I obtain drivers when first collected I had
a party selected for the purpose, and when required
to go they absolutely refused so doing alledging as
an excuse the backward state of their fields of corn,
but I believe the chief cause was fear of the Red
Sticks encamped at Scamby.
I gave the chief who last went to Pensacola
directions to well examine their stations in order
to evade them when the cattle was sent on which
he is determined on on his return.
Mr. Hambly is now several days employed in
forwarding them thro the nation and are well on
their way, but what renders it still most distressing
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t-

to me is their being detained on the path by Captain Woodbine in consequence of communications
but yesterday received from indian Chiefs in the
neighborhood of Pensacola and from white men
in that town. These cattle have been very expensive in herding them upwards of two months and
this detention untill he hears from you in answer
to a letter he writes by this opportunity, together
with the loss that will accrue and already sustained
will completely bankrupt me, as I have several lots
of cattle along on credit, the whole amounting to
upwards of two hundred and fifty head of beef
cattle you will very much oblige me by stating to
Mr. Manuel Gonzales these reasons for his not
having the cattle in due time, and I now doubt very
much whether this will be allowed to go on at all
as you will perceive by Captain Woodbines letter
and he has moreover informed me that he believes
he will want them for his own use. I shall however
endeavor to bring them on, but Mr. Gonzales must
otherwise provide for this disappointment which is
at present out of my power to avert. Since the
arrival of the expedition, the gentleman concerned
even repeatedly informed me all in this quarter
were an American party Perryman in particular
told them there was a regular correspondence carried thro’ our means to the American government
by which all the endeavors of the indians to assist
their British friends have been defeated-we have
as yet (not?) found means to convince these gentlemen that we acted in strict conformity to the
Governors directions who wished the indians within
the Spanish Territory to remain neutral-these
representations hitherto had little effect-and indeed I must say on the contrary for Captain Woodbine I believe did everything in his power to remove
the prejudices of the indians-
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In the communication, which was yesterday received from Pensacola it was stated that a quantity
of ammunition and clothing was delivered you
sometime ago from on board a British vessel, as
a present from that Government to the Creeks, and
that it was all deposited in the Stores except the
powder which was lodged at the Barranca’s and
that this present was held back by you and the
Governor for private motives: this is the principal
inducement to hold back the cattle, and if a satisfactory reply is not given everything here will be
seized by the indians, who may be induced to commit further hostilities against u s I have no doubt but you will be able to give
satisfaction, and it is, as usual, an unfounded
tale propagated to do mischief before an explanation could take place as I have observed to Captain
Woodbine-It was my intent to go on to Pensacola
without further loss of time, but I was requested
by Captain Woodbine to remain here, untill he received an answer to his letter, which was done I
understand by desire of some of the chiefs, the
person who has given this information delivered a
packet of papers-and I am commanded to withhold
his name for the present as soon as I go to Pensacola I shall make it known to you.
Altho’ I never exceeded the injunction of the
Spanish goverment my situation is very unsafe, it
is now reported a party has been selected for
some time to kill Hambly and myself privately, by
the interference of Captain Woodbine I hope in a
few days to have this. affair explained, but remedy
myself at present is impossible except by withdrawing out of the country which I mean to do as soon
as I am at liberty to do so:
If anything should accidentally happen a Brother
will no doubt sometime or other demand whatever
little property I may have which I beg you will
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deliver him, if it should come into your handsI shall leave with Mr. Hambly an account of what
I possess on my departure from hence, which will
be immediately on receipt of your answer to thisas from the repeated accusations brought against
us by evil inclined people I know not how far it
might prejudice us to our present rulers here, who
now begin to view things in a more unfavorable
mannerMr. Wilson in Feb. last quit this country and
went up to the American garrison he introduced
himself to that Government by presenting a certificate from Perryman in Council, stating that Mr.
Hambly was driving the indians on him, or on the
Americans he reported that he gave this Certificate
to Mr. Hawkins, who sent it to the Governor to
Pensacola, complaining of Mr. Hambly this was
done by Perryman and Wilson in order to prejudice
the American government against us-from some
private purposes Wilson entered into a contract to
furnish the Garrison at Fort Mitchell with beefhis letters to Mr. Durant was intercepted and given
Captain Woodbine, who requested the indians to
secure him, the first opportunity: he was accordingly seduced down to Perryman and given up to
Captain Woodbine, who found letters and contracts
with him purporting him as a spy, and he now detains him here a prisoner of war. in consequence
of his declaring himself to be a British subjectCaptain Woodbine desires I should inform you that
he will give him up to the Government if demanded
-which Mr. Hambly begs you will have done in
order that he may have an opportunity of vindicating his character from these malicious representations now becomes the duty of the House to support us we fear not an investigation of our
conduct in any of the Courts concerned in the
present contest-
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The goods wanted by the indians
strouds,
binding, paint, powder and ball for hunting, hoes,
axes and a few good scalping knives you wish
to continue the store, a supply should be sentthe indians have few skins, or other. property that
we purchase therefore a very inconsiderable supply
of the articles above mentioned will be sufficient,
we have not more than half a load for the schooner
Henry on hand
In the expectation of hearing from you as soon
as possible
I remain Dr Sr very truly
Your obd servt
Edmd Doyle
Storekeeper at the Bluffs
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THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE FLORIDA
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MINUTES
The 36th annual meeting of the Florida Historical
Society was held in the ball room of the Suwannee
Hotel, at St. Petersburg, Florida, at three-thirty
o’clock P. M. on Tuesday, January 25th, 1938.
The meeting was called to order by President
Joshua Coffin Chase. There were forty-two members present. By unanimous consent the roll call
was dispensed with. The President declared a
quorum was present and the meeting proceeded.
President Chase read his annual report, which was
received and ordered filed.
At Mr. Chase’s suggestion the assembly rose and
stood for a minute in silent tribute to the memory
of the late Bishop Nathaniel S. Thomas.
Mr. Watt Marchman presented his report, orally,
as Corresponding Secretary and Librarian.
The Treasurer’s report was submitted by Dr.
Dorothy Dodd, treasurer of the Society, who reported the Society’s membership to be 640 members
at the present time. Her report was received and
ordered filed.
Dr. Kathryn T. Abbey made her report as Chairman of the Committee on Collection, Preservation
and Use of Manuscripts, which was received and
ordered filed. Dr. Abbey also read a report of
the Florida State Historical Records Survey, on
this subject, as part of her committee report, which
was received and filed.
The work of Dr. Abbey’s committee was warmly
commended and it was recommended that the committee be continued.
Professor A. J. H a n n a , as Chairman of the
Program Committee, called attention to the printed
programs that have been placed at the disposal of
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the members and said that he hoped the work of
the Committee would speak for itself.
Mrs. T. M. McDuffee stated that because of her
recent appointment as Chairman of the Membership Committee, she has requested Mr. Watt Marchman, who had served as Chairman of that Committee
before her appointment, to make the report for the
Membership Committee. Mr. Marchman thereupon
made an oral report, saying that the goal of the
committee is 1,000 members, which he hopes will
be attained.
Mr. Chase spoke of the relative membership of
various historical societies, calling attention to the
fact that those of New England lead in the East:
Mr. Gaines R. Wilson, Chairman of the Resolutions Committee, reported that the committee
moved, severally, the adoption of certain resolutions
prepared by the committee. His motion in each
instance was seconded and unanimously carried,
and the following resolutions were unanimously
adopted:
WHEREAS the Florida Historical Society is
now meeting in celebration of the 100th anniversary of the First Constitutional Convention
in Florida, and
WHEREAS this promises to be one of the best
planned and most enjoyable of its many successful annual meetings;
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Florida
Historical Society, convened in its annual session at St. Petersburg, on, January 25th, 1938,
that especial thanks be extended to President
Robert B. Reed, St. Petersburg Junior College,
to President John H. Sherman, University of.
Tampa, to Hon. D. B. McKay for their thoughtful hospitality on the occasion of this meeting ;
and also to the Committees on Local Arrangements at St. Petersburg and Tampa, as well as
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to the John Mercer Brooke Chapter of the
Sons and Daughters of the Territory of Florida,
for the efficiency and convenience of their
arrangements.
*
*
*
WHEREAS all those taking part in the program
of this meeting have given much of their time
and thought, many of them having come long
distances to be present, toward giving us entertainment and instruction.
BE IT RESOLVED that a vote of thanks be given
to all those whose names appear on the Program as speakers at this meeting.
*
*
*
WHEREAS the success of this meeting and the
progress of the Florida Historical Society during the past year have been due largely to the
energy and efficiency of President Chase and
the officers of the Society,
BE IT RESOLVED that a vote of thanks be given
to President Chase and the officers of the
Society.
*
*
*
WHEREAS, in the passing of the Right Reverend Nathaniel S. Thomas, the Florida Historical Society has suffered an irreparable loss ;
WHEREAS Bishop Thomas was one who had
been most active in advancing the interests of
this Society in the Southeastern section of
Florida ;
AND WHEREAS his many friends and admirers
in this Society feel his death as a sad personal
loss ;
BE IT RESOLVED that the Secretary of the
Florida Historical Society be requested to express condolence in the name of the Society to
the widow of the late Bishop Nathaniel S .
Thomas.
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WHEREAS, the following members of the
Society: C. Seton Fleming ; Alfred H. Wagg ;
Rt. Rev. N. S. Thomas; Miss Mary G. Smethurst ; Judge Jefferson B. Browne ; Benjamin
F. Tillinghast ; Col. George F. Baltzell; F. P.
May; Dr. Elizabeth B. Holmes ; William G.
Brorein ; Perse L. Gaskins, and W. T. Stockton,
have departed their lives during the past year;
BE IT, THEREFORE, RESOLVED that we, the
members of the Florida Historical Society, in
meeting duly assembled, do greatly regret and
deplore the passing of these members and
mourn their death, and we hereby extend our
deepest sympathy to the members of their
families.
*
*
*

Mr. Lamson called to the attention of the meeting the action of the Board of Directors at a meeting
of that body held Saturday, December 11th, 1937,
suggesting the amendment to paragraph 4 of ByLaw VI, shown on page 264 of the Florida Historical Quarterly for April 1937 as follows:- After
the word “members” in the fourth line insert :
“Where dues are not in arrears for more than
so that said paragraph 4 of said
six months",
By-Law VI as so amended shall read as follows:“ 4 . PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE. - A periodical
shall be published by the Society four times a year
to be entitled The Florida Historical Quarterly. It
shall be sent regularly to all members, where dues
are not in arrears for more than six months, without cost to them. At the first meeting of the directors after the adoption of this by-law an editor
shall be elected by a majority vote for a term of
three years, and thereafter whenever a vacancy occurs in that office. Three-fourths of the members
of the entire Board of Directors shall have the
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power of declaring the office of editor vacant at
any time.
“The editor may appoint an assistant-editor and
such other staff as he or she considers desirable at
any time. The editor shall have full control of the
periodical and its policy and management. The
subscription shall be determined by the directors.
The editor shall prepare an annual budget of expenditures for the periodical and submit this budget to the directors for approval. Upon such approval the editor shall conform to the budget unless
changes are authorized by the directors. If the
editor be not a member of the Publications Committee, he shall cooperate with them in an advisory
capacity.”
On motion of Mr. Lamson, duly seconded and
carried, the amendment so proposed was unanimously adopted.
Mrs. T. C. Maguire, First Vice Regent of the
Daughters of the American Revolution of Florida,
presented a review of the work of the Daughters
of the American Revolution in Florida in placing
markers throughout the State. This report was
received, with thanks, and ordered filed.
Mrs. Maguire then read a paper prepared by Mrs.
Henry Kohl, of Palm Beach, Florida, relating to
the Society of the Four Arts. Mrs. Maguire stated
that Mrs. Kohl was unable to be present at the
meeting because of her absence from the state. This
paper was received, with thanks and ordered filed.
Mr. Watt Marchman spoke of the Battle of Lake
Okeechobee which occurred one hundred years ago
last Christmas and said that Mr. William R. Gentry,
Jr., of St. Louis, Missouri, whose grandfather was
killed in that battle, would like a marker to be
placed on this site, and that Mr. Gentry and family
would contribute liberally to the cost of such marker.
Mr. Marchman suggested appointing a committee
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to mark the site of this battler After some discussion, Dr. Abbey moved that this matter be commended to Mrs. T. C. Maguire with the request
that she take it up with the Daughters of the
American Revolution of Florida for consideration.
This motion was duly seconded and carried.
Mr. Marchman suggested the deposit in each of
the five (5) congressional districts of duplicate
library material from the Society’s Library pertaining to historical matters relating to each of
such districts. Mr. Wilson suggested that libraries
be designated as local depositories for such duplicate library material to be handled under proper
rules and regulations to be promulgated by the
Society. After
discussion, Dr. Abbey moved
that the President appoint a special committee,
under the Chairmanship of the Librarian, to consider this matter under the supervision of the
Board of Directors. This motion was duly seconded and carried; Mr. Chase appointed Mr. Marchman chairman of such Special Committee with authority to select the other members of his committee.
Mrs. W .
S. Manning stated that Lieutenant
Colonel Littlefield Childs fought and died in Florida, and that Lake Childs was named after him.
She said the name of this lake later changed
to Lake Placid and that Mrs. Walter White of
South Carolina, a descendant of Lt. Colonel Childs
had requested her to protest its change. This matter was discussed by Mrs. Manning, Mrs. Maguire,
Mrs. McDuffee and others. It was the sense of the
meeting that such change be deplored; but no
specific action was taken.
Mr. Hopkins moved that a junior speaker be
provided for and included in the program at each
of the Society’s annual meetings. This motion was
duly seconded by Dr. Abbey and unanimously
carried.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol16/iss4/1

42

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 16, Issue 4

271
Mrs. Roy V. Ott, of Ocala, chairman of the Nominations Committee, made the following report on
behalf of the committee:To the Members of the Florida Historical Society:
Your committee on nominations, in compliance
with the requirements of the by-laws, reports the
following nominations for the elective officers and
members of the Board of Directors:
President, Joshua C. Chase, Winter Park
1 s t Vice-President, Dr. K a t h r y n T. Abbey,
Tallahassee
2nd Vice-President, Hon. Spessard L. Holland,
Bartow
Recording Secretary, Herbert L a m s o n , Jacksonville
Corresponding Secretary and Librarian, Watt
Marchman, Winter Park
Treasurer, Dr. Dorothy Dodd, Jacksonville.
Directors at Large:
For two years, Mrs. Charles W. Ten E i c k ,
Hollywood
For one year, Horace L. Curry, Quincy, for the
unexpired term of Bishop Nathaniel S.
Thomas.
From the Congressional Districts, for two years:
1st District, Mrs. B. F. Crowinshield, Boca
Grande
3rd District, Miss Occie Clubbs, Pensacola.
5th District, Dean Robert C. Cotner, DeLand.
The Nominations Committee recommends that
Julien C. Yonge, of Pensacola, Editor of the Quarterly, be an ex-officio member of the Board.
Through the recent changes in the By-Laws, providing for the election of four of the Board members on alternate years, several were ineligible for
re-election, since one year must elapse on the expiration of a term before this member may again
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serve. The Committee wishes to record its grateful appreciation of the interest and loyalty of these
retiring members, Hon. D. B. McKay of Tampa,
member-at-large; Mrs. T. M. McDuffee of Manatee,
and T. A. Mellon of St. Augustine.
Directors whose terms expire in 1939 and who
remain on the Board are George Couper Gibbs,
Jacksonville ; Dr. James Miller Leake, Gainesville ;
and John G. McKay, Miami.
Recommended for the Nominations Committee
for the election in January 1939, are Julien C.
Yonge, chairman, Pensacola ; Albert H. Roberts,
Tallahassee; Rodman Lehman, Winter Park; Dr.
C. L. Crow, Gainesville ; and John G. McKay, Miami.
Respectfully submitted,
Mrs. Roy V. Ott, Chairman
On motion of Mrs. Ott, duly seconded and carried, it was thereupon RESOLVED, that the report of
the Nominations Committee be adopted, and that
the Secretary east the ballot for each and all of the
nominees therein mentioned. This motion was duly
seconded and unanimously carried ; and the Secretary thereupon cast the ballot for the several
nominees, who were declared duly elected.
Mrs. Ott moved the following amendment to the
Charter of the Society:

4

BE IT RESOLVED, by The Florida Historical Society in annual
meeting assembled at St. Petersburg, Florida, this 25th day of
January, 1938, that Section 1 of Article VI of the Charter be,
and the same is hereby, amended, as follows: By inserting
after the word “Treasurer” and before the word “three”, appearing in the first sentence of said section 1, the words “the Editor
of
the
Florida
Quarterly;" so that the Editor of the
Florida Historical Quarterly shall be ex-officio a member of the
Board of Directors; and that Section 5 of Article IV of the
By-lams be amended accordingly.

Mrs. Ott’s motion was duly seconded and unanimously carried.
Invitations were received from the Chamber of
Commerce of Daytona Beach, Florida, and from the
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St. Augustine Historical Society and Institute of
Science inviting the Florida Historical Society to
hold its next annual meeting in Daytona Beach and
St. Augustine, respectively.
These invitations were received, with and
ordered filed.
On motion of Mr. Marchman, seconded by Mrs.
Ott, the minutes of this meeting were, thereupon,
approved.
Thereupon upon motion, duly made, seconded
and carried, the meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted
(Signed) : Herbert Lamson
Secretary
Approved :
Joshua C . Chase
President

.

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

To the members of the Florida Historical Society,
and guests :

This meeting of the Society is the 36th since its
reorganization, and its 2nd under its new charter.
Your President has been a slacker during the
past year. He was absent from the State from the
first week in April to November 1. During this
period the affairs of the Society were ably looked
after and eared for by officers and directors. Their
reports will cover happenings, accomplishments,
and plans for the future. The Society is under
special obligation to :
Vice President Kathryn T. Abbey, whose efforts
secured for the Society Letter Book of Correspondence and Executive Orders of Governor John
Milton, for the years 1861-63. This was presented
by the Governor’s grandson, the Hon. W. H. Milton, of Marianna.
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Corresponding Secretary Watt Marchman, who
not only cataloged and indexed the Society’s valuable manuscripts, documents and other possessions
in Jacksonville, but also conducted a campaign for
new members.
Dr. A. J. Hanna, Chairman of the Program Committee, to whom we are indebted for today’s and
tomorrow’s entertainment ; also as Finance Committee Chairman, in the attempt to secure contributing memberships to the Society. The purpose of
this drive’ was to secure additional funds, which
were badly needed to improve the condition of the
Society’s library.
Before speaking about the last annual meeting
held in Palm Beach January 26, 1937, will those
present please rise and remain standing for a brief
period as a tribute to the memory of R t . Rev.
Nathaniel S. Thomas, who passed away on April 1,
1937. He was Director at Large and was instrumental in creating a greater interest in the work of
the Society on the lower east coast, and thru his
winning personality added many new members. A
resolution presented by Bishop Thomas, and passed
at the Palm Beach meeting, resulted in reaching
more people and forming local units in the following districts that are either organized fully or
partially :
(a) Organization of the Fourth Congressional
District of the Society.
(b) Palm Beach County Historical Association,
whose President is Hon. C. E. Chillingsworth.
(c) Polk County Historical Authority, created by
the Legislature of Florida through the, efforts
of Attorney Milton D. Wilson, of Bartow.
The main purpose of the authority is to authorize the recording in the County Clerk’s
office of all source material of value.
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(d) Attempted organization of Pinellas County
Historical Authority similar to the Polk
County Authority. Not passing the Legislature a unit organization of the Society
comparable to that of Palm Beach County
was proposed.
On March 2, 1937 your President attended a
meeting of the St. Augustine Restoration Committee. Elaborate reports were submitted and considered. Further research work was authorized.
Upon its conclusion it will be decided as to the
scope of the restoration undertaking. Absence in
Washington of Doctor Chatelain prevents his attendance today.
While in Philadelphia your President had the
pleasure of meeting Dr. Conyers Reed, Executive
Secretary of the American Historical Association
and Mr. Julian P. Boyd, Librarian of the Historical
Society of Pennsylvania. The question of membership fees was discussed. They were both of the
opinion that the charge should be sufficiently low
to put membership within reach of teachers and
students. They approve of the present plan of this
Society in its two classifications of members and
contributing members. A visit to the building of
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania is well worth
while. The building from the basement up is filled
with not only books and manuscripts, but also furniture and wearing apparel of the founders of
Philadelphia and Pennsylvania dating from the
time of William Penn. The City of Philadelphia
was then celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the
Adoption of the Constitution of the United States.
In one of the rooms of the Society’s Building there
was displayed the original manuscripts and resolutions that were presented at this Convention, together with portraits of many of the most prominent framers of the Constitution.
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In conclusion permit me to say that until the
Florida Historical Society has a building of its own,
amply endowed, we must continue to carry on in
the manner outlined by George R. Fairbanks, our
first President, that appears on the inside of the
front cover of each issue of the Florida Historical
Quarterly.
(s) Joshua C. Chase
President
*

*

*

REPORT OF THE TREASURER

Since the Treasurer maintains the membership
records of the Society, a statement of current memberships and membership gains and losses may well
precede the financial statement. The Society’s total membership is 640, distributed as follows: life
members, 3 ; honorary members, 1; contributing
members, 29 ; annual members, 559 ; institutional
members, 48. In addition, the Society exchanges its
Quarterly for the publications of 33 Societies and
institutions. Of the 636 members by whom annual
dues are paid, 110 are one month or more in arrears.
In compliance with a provision of the By-laws
adopted at the annual meeting held in Gainesville
in November, 1937, the Treasurer struck from the
membership rolls the names of all persons one year
or more in arrears. This resulted in a loss of 70
members during the year. The total membership
loss for the year was brought to 96 by the deaths
of 12 members and the resignations of 14. This
loss has more than been offset by the receipt of
156 new applications for membership, distributed
as follows : contributing members, 22 ; annual
members, 130; institutional members, 4. Three institutions were added to the exchange list and two
annual members became contributing members.
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The membership of the Society has grown so
rapidly during the last two years that it seemed
advisable to inaugurate a new membership record
system consisting of an alphabetical card index to
cards filed by the month in which memberships began. The latter cards are used to record the payment of dues. It was thought that this system
would facilitate the audit of the Treasurer’s records for which the revised Constitution provides.
Unfortunately, as the new record system was not
completed until September, an audit of the records
for the fiscal year now ending was not feasible.
Until this year, the Society maintained only one
fund for its activities. In compliance w i t h the
wishes of the Board of Directors, when the present
Treasurer assumed office a Library Fund was begun with a nucleus of $50.00, the gift of Mrs. Louise
du Pont Crowinshield. This fund has been augumented by gifts, receipts from contributing memberships, and the sale of the Society’s publications,
and expenses arising from, repairing and cataloging
the Society’s collection of historical materials have
been met from it. To the General Fund, from
which have been paid general operating expenses
and the cost of publishing the Quarterly, have been
credited all annual dues. The attached statements
of the General and Library Funds, and the Consolidated Statement of the two funds constitute the
Treasurer’s report on the financial condition of the
Society as of January 25, 1938.
Respectfully submitted,
(s) Dorothy Dodd
Treasurer
January 25, 1938.
LIBRARY FUND
Balance, February 4, 1937 .............................................. $ 50.09
Receipts
Contributing memberships .......................... $295.00
Gift from Mr. John F. Miller ............................... 25.00
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Gift from Bishop N. S. Thomas ........................ 18.70
Sale of publications .............................. 75.60
Expenditures
Services of Librarian, July 1937 ............................
Secretarial assistance ...............................
Supplies and travel of Librarian .............................
Budget letters, postage, etc. ..........................

414.30
464.30

100.00
27.50
89.28
34.03

250.81

Balance, January 25, 1938 ................................................ $213.49 .
GENERAL FUND
Balance, February 4, 1937 .............................................. $ 308.63
954.94
Receipts from annual dues ................................
Expenditures
Quarterly
Printing and mailing .................. $659.01
Editor, postage, etc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45.00 $704.01
Treasurer
Postage .........................................
32.50
Envelopes and statements ..................... 14.50
Membership card record .............. 35.25

82.25

Corresponding Secretary
Postage and Miscellaneous ............. 27.22
Printing ................................... 59.85

87.07

Miscellaneous
Exchange on checks ....................... 20.96
Material for flags ......................... 10.70
Wreath, Bishop Thomas’ funeral ........... 5.40
Annual meeting, printing .................... 31.20
Refund to F. W. Faxon Co. on
U. S. L. A. Subscription ................. 2.00

70.26

1,263.57

943.59

Balance, January 25, 1938 ............................................... $ 319.98
CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT
Balance, February 4, 1937 ............................................... $ 358.63
Receipts
Annual dues .................................................. $954.94
Contributing memberships . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 295.00
Gifts to Library Fund ...................................... 43.70
Sale of publications ........................................ 75.60 1,369.24
Expenditures
Quarterly (3 issues) ................................... 704.01
Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250.81
General operations ......................................... 239.58.

$1,727.87

1,194.40

Balance, January 25, 1938 ........................................... $ 533.47
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PROGRAM
St. Petersburg, January 25
Host: St. Petersburg Junior College
*
*
*
Exhibit of Floridiana, Mrs. C. W. Ten Eick,
Chairman
*
*
*
MORNING

SESSION

President Joshua C. Chase presiding
Invocation: Chaplain E. A. Edwards, Rector of St.
Peter’s Church
Address of welcome: President Robert B. Reed,
St. Petersburg Junior College

History of St. Petersburg and Pinellas County, C.

Maxwell Hunter

Readings in Florida History, Herbert Hopkins,

1938 Junior Speaker of the Florida Historical
Society
Use of Historical Materials by a Journalist, E. V.
W. Jones of the Associated Press, Miami
Discussion leader: V i c t o r H. Morgan, Editor
Clearwater Sun
Plans for
the 400th Anniversary of the
D e S o t o Expedition, Mrs. William S. Manning,
President, Florida Society, Colonial Dames of
America
History of Citrus in Florida, Nina Oliver Dean,
author of Golden Harvest
LUNCHEON

Commemorating the Disston Purchase
Broadcast over WSUN
Toastmaster: John G. McKay, Director of
the Society
Address: What the Disston Land Purchase Did for
Florida, T. Frederick Davis, author of History
Jacksonville, Florida
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AFTERNOON

SESSION

Florida’s Relationship to Prehistoric Cultures

Presiding: Rhea Marsh Smith, Rollins College

Florida, Pre-History and Anthropology, Ruth Cut-

ter Nash, University of Chicago

The Relationship
Middle America to Florida
Archeology, Doris Stone, Department of Middle

America Research, Tulane University
*
*
*

ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING OF THE SOCIETY

(see Minutes)
*
*
*

ANNUAL DINNER COMMEMORATING THE 1 0 0 T H
ANNIVERSARY OF FLORIDA’S
FIRST
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION

Toastmistress: Kathryn T. Abbey, vice-president

The St. Joseph Convention, Emily M. Porter

*

*

*

EVENING SESSION

Use o
f
Florida History Materials by Creative
Writers, Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, author of
South Moon Eustace L. Adams, author of
Gambler’s Throw
*
*
*
T A M P A , JANUARY

Host: University of Tampa
Exhibit of Floridiana, Mrs. C. W . Ten E i c k ,
Chairman
MORNING SESSION

President Joshua C. Chase, presiding
Address of welcome, President John H. Sherman,
University of Tampa.
History of Tampa and Hillsborough County, D. B.
McKay of Tampa Times and Director of the
Society
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Source Materials

Tampa and H i l l s b o r o u g h

County, Discussion Leader, E. L. Robinson, author
of History of H i l l s b o r o u g h

Scottish Contributions to the Making of Florida,

William A. Taylor, Historian of the St. Andrews
Society of New York
The Hispanic Colony of Tampa, R. V. M. Ybor
LUNCHEON

Commemorating the Florida Development of
Henry B. Plant
Toastmaster: James D. Glunt, University of Florida
Henry B. Plant, Mrs. A. E. Dick, Winter Park, a
friend of the developer
*
*
*
Writing and a County History, Mrs. T.
M. M c D u f f e e , author of The L u r e s of

Discussion leader, Mrs. F. B. Crowinshield,
Boca Grande, Director of the Society
Historical Records Luther H
.
Evans, National Director, Washington, D. C.
H i s t o r y o f C o m m e r c i a l Air
Florida, Thomas P. Caldwell, Southern Division
Traffic Manager, Eastern Air Lines, Miami
The
with

the

Historical
Program

and Patriotic
Societies
the Florida Historical

Society, Mrs. Charles W. Ten Eick, Chairman,
Committee on Affiliations, and Director of the
Society.

Program Committee: Alfred J. Hanna, Chairman, Rollins College ; Nina Oliver Dean. Sanford, vice-chairman; Kathryn T.
Abbey, Florida State College for Women: Emily Bulow Van
Amringe, New York; Thomas P. Caldwell, Coral Gables ; Robert
C. Cotner, John B. Stetson University ; C. H. Curry, Quincy ;
Mrs. F. B. Crowinshield, Boca Grande; William I. Fee, Ft.
Pierce: Walter W. Holmes, St. Petersburg; Edith Jackson,
Tampa; Edward Keenan, Frostproof; W. W. Kincaid, Keystone
Heights; Mrs. Henry Kohl, Palm Beach ; Leon D. Lewis, St.
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Petersburg; Sue A. Mahorner, Jacksonville; Charles L. Magruder,
Tampa ; W. L. Pederson, Waverly; Mrs. Murray L. Stanley,
Daytona Beach.
Mrs. Charles Watson Ten Eick, ChairExhibits
man. Hollywood ; Mrs. Alfred J. Beck, Ft. Lauderdale; Mary
Bright, St. Petersburg ; Lena E. Jackson, Tampa; Roy S. Hanna,
St. Petersburg; Maxwell Hunter, St. Petersburg; Theodore L.
Lesley III, Tampa ; A. E. Newman, St. Petersburg: Mrs. Thomas
O. Owen, Clearwater ; Mrs. W. C. Sanders, Winter Park; Helen
Virginia Stelle, Tampa; David A. Watt, St. Petersburg; Mrs.
Charlton Yarnall, Palm Beach.
Committees on local arrangements: St. Petersburg. President
Robert B. Reed, Chairman ; Mary E. Apple; L. C. Brown, Walter P. Fuller, Rev. J. Wallace Hamilton, W. L. Straub.
Tampa: D. B. McKay, Chairman; J. L. Reed Sr., President
John H. Sherman.
*
*
*

The members who did not attend the annual
meeting of the Society will find the program, which
appears on another page, of great interest. Perhaps never before has so much Florida history been
set forth in this way at one time; and the attendance
was in keeping, for never has an annual meeting
brought together more members of the Socity. The
sixteen addresses and papers filled five sessions as
well as two luncheons and the annual dinner, and
interest was sustained throughout. They were upon
subjects of Florida’s history and were given by
those who had each made a study in a particular
field. Professor Hanna and his committee has the
gratitude of the Society for a notable achievement,
as has Mrs. Ten Eick and her committee for the
outstanding success of the loan exhibit of Floridiana.
A copy of the twelve-page program will be sent
to any one interested, on request to the Librarian
of the Society. It contains a Foreword by Professor Hanna on the commemorative nature of the
different sessions and on certain highlights of the
history of the West Coast.
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The following telegram was read at the Disston
commemorative luncheon from Mr. Henry Disston,
a son of the developer:-

Philadelphia, Penn., Jan. 24.
Prof. A. J. Hanna,
Rollins College.
Will you kindly convey to the Florida Historical Society my
deepest appreciation for their kind invitation as guest of honor
at your thirty-sixth annual meeting held today in St. Petersburg.
I would have accepted, but it was impossible for me to leave
Philadelphia on account of illness, having been in the hospital
since September 9. Cheerio, and hope the day has been a very
auspicious one for all concerned.
Very sincerely yours,
Henry Disston.

Mrs. Mary E. Apple, one of the earliest members
of the Society in St. Petersburg and president of
the St. Petersburg Historical Society, presented each
member present with a guest ticket to the local
society’s museum.
Miss Emily Bulow Van Amringe, a descendant
of John J. Bulow, and Mrs. Alton B. Parker were
guests of honor.
The following telegram was received from Mr.
Henry B. Plant (since deceased) a grandson of the
Florida developer : -

New York, Jan. 25, 1938
A. J. Hanna
Florida Historical Society
I deeply appreciate the honor which you. are conferring upon
my grandfather. It is a matter of poignant regret that I am
unable to attend luncheon of Florida Historical Society which
has been so influential in arousing interest in the Southwest
section of Florida. As a descendant of one of the pioneers I
will always take a lively interest in this Society’s affairs. I
send you all best wishes.
Henry Bradley Plant,
*
*
*

The following members of the Society were
present on one or both days: Kathryn T. Abbey,
Tallahassee ; Serena C. Bailey, Lakeland ; Mrs. Alfred J. Beck, Ft. Lauderdale; Mary Bright, St.
Petersburg ; R. L. Carter, Tampa ; Joshua C. Chase,
Winter Park ; Mrs. H. M. Corse; Jacksonville ;
Robert C. Cotner, DeLand; Mrs. F. B. Crowinshield,
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Boca Grande ; H. L. Curry, Quincy ; T. F. Davis,
Jacksonville ; Nina Oliver Dean, Sanford ; Mrs.
Thomas P. Denham, Jacksonville ; Dorothy Dodd,
Jacksonville ; Henri May Eddy, Gainesville ; Alfred
J. Hanna, Winter Park ; Mrs. J. C. Hanna, Winter
Park; Emily K . H e r r o n , Winter Park; Winifred A. H e r r o n , Winter Park; Herbert Hopk i n s , Winter Park; C . Maxwell Hunter, St.
Petersburg ; Edward T. Keenan, Frostproof ;
William Wallace K i n c a i d , Keystone Heights ;
Herbert Lamson, Jacksonville ; Katherine S. Lawson, St. Augustine; Ruth Lowry, Palm Harbor;
Mrs. Sumpter de Leon Lowry, Tampa; Mrs. T. M.
McDuffee, Manatee; D. B. McKay, Tampa; Mrs.
M. F. McKay, Tampa ; J. G. McKay, Miami Beach ;
Mrs. T. C. Maguire, Plant City ; Sue A. Mahorner,
Jacksonville ; Mrs. William Landers Manning,
Jacksonville ; R. F. B. Mackay, Lake Alfred ; Watt
Marchman, Winter Park ; Mrs. Roy V. Ott, Ocala ;
Mrs. T. O. Owen, Clearwater; Emily M. Porter,
Apalachicola; Robert B. Reed, St. Petersburg; Mrs.
Robert B. Reed, St. Petersburg; A. H. Roberts,
Tallahassee ; E. L. Robinson, Tampa ; John H.
Sherman, Tampa ; Mary E. Apple, St. Petersburg
Historical Society ; Ernest B. Simmons, Lutz ; Rhea
Marsh Smith, Winter Park; Mrs. M. L. Stanley,
Daytona Beach ; Mrs. Charles W. Ten Eick, Hollywood ; Emily Bulow Van Amringe, Ridgefield,
Conn. ; Gaines R. Wilson, Miami ; Mrs. T. O. Wilson,
Miami ; Mrs. David M. Wright, Bartow ; R. Charlton Wright, St. Petersburg.
LOAN EXHIBIT OF FLORIDIANA
Mrs. Charles W. Ten Eick, Chairman
Florida Historical Society Library:
Flags, Spanish. French, British, United States, Confederate.
Bresnahan, Seeing Florida with a Priest.
Photostat. Florida Constitution, 1839.
McDuffee, Lures of Manatee.
Williams, Territory of Florida, 1837.
El Destino plantation papers, 1864-69.
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Journal of Hester Perrine Walker. Indian Key massacre.
Forbes, Sketches of the Floridas, 1821.
Roberts, Florida, London, 1763.
Citrus pageant, 1888-1937.
Boundary between United States and Florida, 1797.
Armed Occupation Act, 1844.
Robertson, Elvas Narrative, 1932, 1933.
Journal of R. K. Call, 1835-36, (typed copy)
St. Petersburg Library (Miss Mary Bright) :
Simpson, Fauna of Seminole Field.
Moore-Wilson, When the Boys Came Back from France.
Bethell, History of Pinellas Peninsula, 1914.
Fewkes, Archaelogical Explorations, Weeden Island, 1924.
Bonnycastle, Spanish America, 1819.
Brinton, Florida Peninsula, 1859.
Soldiers of Florida, 1903.
Upham, Notes from Sunland, 1881.
Hakluyt, Terra Florida, 1851.
Mann, Ponce de Leon, 1903.
Straub History of Pinellas County, 1929.
Grismer, History of St. Petersburg, 1924.
Moore, Antiquities of the Florida West Coast, 1900; Earthenware of Florida; Northwestern Florida Coast Revisited.
Claiborne, Notes on the War in the South. 1819.
WPA Writers’Project (Dr. Carita Doggett Corse) :
Photostats : Dr. Mudd’s Prison Sheet ; Fort Caroline ; Osceola’s
knife thrust; Papers relating to Denys Rolle; Drake’s attack
on St. Augustine.
Photostat maps : DeBrahm’s map of St. Augustine, 1765:
Purcell map, 1770; Maggiole, 1527; Bradford, 1839; Fernandina 1811-1821; Thorne 1527; S. Augusti n.d. ; Florida
1861-1887.
Wallace, Carpet-Bag Rule in Florida.
Princess Amelia: Old Fort Brooke.
Manuscript copy, The Long Trail, De Narvaez.
Tracing of map. East and South coast of Florida, Elino de
la Puente, 1768.
Shelburne papers, Turnbull and the New Smyrna Colony.
Photostatic copy of the Florida section report, survey, and
maps of De Brahm 1771-1774.
Sunny South, newspaper, April 30, 1861.
Clearwater Public Library (Mrs. T. O. Owen) :
Numerous books, poems, clippings, music, and plays.
Theodore Leslie. Tampa:
Early land grants and deeds, 1844-1856.
Permit and instructions to homesteaders in Florida. 1843.
Civil War Independent companies, 1863, 1865.
Early views of Tampa.
Supply list for equipment of Capt. Leslie’s company, Civil War.
War orders, Confederate, for Tampa and Brooksville Hqds.
1861-1864.
Confederate, State tax, tax on salt works, war tax for wives
and children of soldiers, 1863.
Letter, Confederate, on naming company Liberty Guards.
Muster rolls, Indian wars 1849, 1856; also volunteers 1870.

Published by STARS, 1937

57

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 16 [1937], Iss. 4, Art. 1

286
Speech, Gov. D. S. Walker, Quincy convention, 1876.
Map, Colton’s, 1886.
Letter organizing Board of Public Instruction, 1877.
Portraits, Legislature, Florida, 1885, 1891.
View of garrison, Ft. Brooke.
Earliest known view of Tampa business section.
Rifle of Capt. Leslie, 1837, 1856 Powder horn, Pistol. Spurs.
Confederate bonds, 1864. 9 pieces.
Mrs. Alfred J. Beck: Wooden font and candlesticks used by
Holy Cross Fathers.
R. L. Goulding: Young Marooners, 1853; same, Macon, Ga., 1863.
George P. Coopernail: Florida maps 1765, 1826, 1838, 1855, 1880.
Proceedings, Fla. State Horticultural Soc. 1892 (5th.)
Corinna Lowe Condrick: Portraits, Capt. J. T. Lowe, Miriam
Roberts Meares.
Harlee, Kinsfolk; McDuffee, Lures of Manatee.
Confederate diary of Robert Watson, 1863-1865.
Edna P. Hoffman: Florida Indian artifacts; Indian skeletal
remains.
Florida State College for Women Library:
Roberts, Account of Florida, 1763.
Stork and Bartram, East Florida, and Journal, 1769.
De Bry, Brevis Narratio, 1564.
Paul
Williams. Territory of Florida, 1837.
Mary Lewis: Declaration of Independence, Phila. 1876.
Emily B. Van Amringe: Documents, John J. Bulow and Bulow
plantation.
Portrait and seal, John J. and W. C. Bulow.
Genealogies of the Family of Maya.
Robert F. N u n e z
Sword of R. F. Nunez, Lt. Co. B. 7th Fla. Infantry.
Mrs. Roy V. Ott.: Sailing Directions Gulph of Florida, 1792.
Commencement program East Florida Seminary at Ocala, 1853.
Mrs. J. N. Holmes: Florida Settler and Investor, Tampa, 1895.
Stamped official envelopes of Confederacy, 1863.
Florida paper currency, Civil War. 11 pieces.
Alfred E. Newman:

Autographs of Florida governors, 12 pieces. 1821-1937.
Autograph letter, Samuel Cooper, Conf. Sec. War. relating to
provision of arms to inhabitants of Florida attacked by
Indians.
Florida covers, 16 letters mailed from early Florida postoffices
1836British land grant, 5000 acres in West Florida on Mississippi
River.
Petition and survey of land grants by Elias Durnford, Surv.Gen. of Florida, 1776.
Walker Irvin: Man of St. Petersburg, 1888.
State Archives (Mrs. Sue A. Mahorner) :
Material of all kinds showing the work of the Survey, development of Florida’s counties etc. etc.
Mrs. Fred Thompson: Utica, Mich. newspaper containing Seminole War news.
Mrs. Charles W. Ten Eick: Isaac Hulse, Sur. U. S. Navy, Life
and Letters.
Bishop, Cabeza de Vaca.
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Peeples, Twenty-four years in Florida.
Vassar Girls at Home, Champney.
Colby, World in Miniature, Florida forts and counties.
Views of early Tampa. Krause homestead and general store.
Tampa Rifles and Volunteers. Early Sulphur Springs.
Florida Ave. City of Athens, Oaks in Garrison, etc. (18
pieces)
Southern Progress, Orlando, 1888. Tampa, Manatee, Clearwater, etc.
Newspaper, Tampa Peninsular, Ed. by Sam Craft.
Tintypes, costumes of 1860-1870.
Ernest V. Simmons: Ives, Mil. map of Fla. penisular, 1853.
D. B. McKay: Land grants. Florida Territorial journals
1841-1846.
WPA Children’s

Model of Ft. Marion.
Early Tampa views and documents,
Mrs. H. G. Lester: Muzzle loading shot gun, 1817.
T. L. Ferris: Clock, 1850. Painting, Franklin St. 1846.
Documents.
Lena Jackson: Powder horn, shot gourd and shot, 1850.
Mrs. A. J. Hanna: Bayonet found near Lutz.
Sword and tomahawk used in Civil War.
......... Zimmerman: Pieces-of-eight, 1805.
Mrs. Annie MacFarlane McPherson: Old Tampa views.
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Plant and Tampa Bay Hotel.
Overstreet : Portrait of W. R. Overstreet in Confederate
uniform. Powder horn.
Account of Indian massacre.
Mrs. John T. Gunn:

Views of Key West, 1838; Apalachicola, 1838.
La Florida del Inca. Historia . . . De Soto. Lisbon, 1605.
Newspapers. Tampa, St. Augustine, Pensacola, 1823-1854 ;
Quincy 1865.
Maps. La Florida, c. 1580; Homanno, 1687 (DeSoto’s route) ;
Tampa Bay, 1779.
Five dollar note, St. Joseph & Wimico Canal and R. R. Co. 1837.
$1,000 bond Union Bank of Florida, 1838.
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,

RECENT ACCESSIONS TO THE LIBRARY OF THE
FLORIDA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Seeing Florida with a Priest, by P. J. Bresnahan. Inscribed
and presented by the author.
Little Town, a Florida novel, by Beatrice Burton Morgan.
Presented by the author.
The Florida Ship Canal, a brief review of the Project and
Reasons why it should never be completed. by Emily K. Herron, September, 1937. Presented by the author.
Annual
of
Vol.
III,
1937.
Gift of Mr. Albert H. Roberts.
Over the Blue Wall, by Ella Lane Matthews. Inscribed and
presented by the author.
The Torch on the Bill, the centenary story of Spring Hill
College, Alabama, by Michael Kenny, S. J. Inscribed and presented by the author.
Territorial Papers of the United States. Compiled and edited
by Clarence Edwin Carter. Vol. V. The Territory of Mississippi,
1798-1817. Presented by the United States Printing Office.
Business Directory of Winter Park, Florida. Compiled by
Mrs. Harry V. Boyles. 1937. Gift of the Librarian.
South Moon Under and Golden Apples, by Marjorie Kinnan
Rawlings. Inscribed and presented by the author.
Florida Plantation Record Book, 1853-1872. Inscribed : Thomas
L. Williamson’s book. Presented by Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings.
Kim’s Guide to Florida. 1937. Presented by the Librarian.
Constitution of the State of Florida, as printed in the St.
Joseph Times. January 12, 1839. Photostat copy presented by
Mr. Joshua C. Chase, President of the Society. The original
copy was printed on satin and is in the Henry E. Huntington
Library and Art Gallery, San Marino, Calif.
Inventory of the County Archives of Indiana, prepared by the
Historical Records Survey, No. 6-Boone County (Lebanon).
Published by the Indiana Historical Bureau, Indianapolis, 1937.
Gift of the Indiana State Library.
(A builders’
Building Technique, Miami Beach, Florida.
monthly magazine) . Oct., Dec. 1936 and Jan. 1937. Gift of
the Rollins Press, Inc.
The Winter Park Garden Club, Year Book, 1937-38. Presented
by the Librarian.
Telephone Directory, St. Augustine, Fla., 1937. Presented by
the Librarian.
Annual
Report
the
Historical
for
the
year 1933. Presented by the United States Printing Office.
Telephone Directory, Miami, Fla., Summer-Fall, 1936. Presented by the Librarian.
Genealogical notes. the Walton and Hughes Families of Kent
and Cumberland Counties, Virginia; Ancestry of George Walton,
signer of the Declaration of Independence. Presented by Mrs.
Almering W. Warston, Ventnor, N. J.
Telephone Directory, Tampa, Fla., 1936. Presented by the
Librarian.
Street Map of “The City of Homes”, Winter Park, Fla.
* * *
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THE IRVING BACHELLER ESSAY CONTEST

As our readers will recollect, for many years an
annual essay contest for Florida high-school students has been held under the auspices of Rollins
College and the Florida Historical Society. They
write upon a subject of Florida’s history and are
rewarded with two gold medals given by Mr. Irving
Bacheller who instituted the contest. The subject
this year was Historic Landmarks in my County.
Chosen from the contestants to come to Rollins for
the final contest were: Margaret Mowery, of Sarasota, who wrote on The W h i t t a k e r Homestead;
Dwight Johnston, of Orlando, writing on F o r t
Christmas; Margaret Belin, of Port St. Joe, on The
S t o r y of
Glen Hill of Lockhart, who told
what is known of Fort Gatlin; and Lily Maie Darby,
of Daytona Beach, who wrote of The Old Spanish
Sugar Mill. Miss Mowery and Mr. Johnston won
the medals.

ANOTHER PERMANENT MARKER ERECTED
BY THE D. A. R.

Near the present town of Windsor in Alachua
county there occurred on September 27, 1812 one
of the many fights with the Seminole Indians which
make up so large a part Florida’s history. There
Colonel Newnan with about one hundred Georgia
volunteers and a few Floridians fought-off a large
body of Indians and Negroes for a week, mortally
wounding their chief King Payne. Colonel Newnan’s report with a map appeared in the Quarterly,
the issue of January, 1931. The Daughters of the
American Revolution have erected a marked on the
site-a boulder with a plaque surrounded by a
fence. It is a few yards from the highway between Palatka and Windsor.
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DUVAL COUNTY ARCHIVES
The first volume of I n v e n t o r y o f the County
Archives of Florida, that of Duval County, has just
been issued by Historical Records Survey and State
Archives Survey. These are W.P.A. projects, and
in Florida they are combined under the direction of
Mrs. Sue A. Mahorner. The most important result
of their work will be the publication of three series
of inventories: town records, county records, and
state records, with separate volumes for the state
and each county and town. A mere glance through
the Duval inventory indicates the extent and great
value of the work to the historian and to every one
interested in any public records in Florida. The
volume is mimeographed and of one hundred eightysix, folio pages. Copies are not available for distribution to individuals, but they have been deposited
in the libraries of State institutions and public and
semi-public libraries, and in the files of public
officials.
An alphabetical and a chronological index cover
thirty-eight pages. Each office or other agency of
the county has its own listing, and there are thirtyfive of these, from County Commissioners, through
the various courts and county officers, to Home
Demonstration Agent. Each series of records in
each agency has its number and paragraph, and
there are three hundred eighty-eight of these. Each
of these series is described as to its contents, with
the period covered, and the number of volumes or
approximate number of documents it contains.
There is a note on the origin and functions of each
agency, as well as mention of the records of that
agency required by law.
*
*
*
A B OHNENBERGER
At a late meeting of the Florida Library Association a resolution was passed for the establishment
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of a memorial in the form of a gold medal to be
known as the Carl Bohnenberger Medal and presented biennially at the book dinner of the Southeastern Library Association. The award is to be
made for literary achievement in the southeastern
states to an author native and resident of one of
those states. The money for the memorial is being
raised by subscription. The principal is to be invested so that the interest may be used to purchase
the medal biennially.
At the time of his death Mr. Bohnenberger was the
president of the Florida Library Association, as
well as our own librarian and corresponding secretary. Contributions of one dollar or more are asked
for, and may be sent to Mr. Wesley Summers, Jacksonville Public Library.
*
*
*
A DISTRICT MEETING AT TALLAHASSEE
At the invitation of and jointly with the Tallahassee Historical Society, a district meeting of the Florida Historical Society will be held there on May
21. This was arranged by Mr. Horace L. Curry, director of the Society in that district and Mr. Guyte
P. McCord, a former director of the Society and now
president of the Tallahassee Historical Society. All
members of the Third District are urged to attend.
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